The  Crowd in  Peace and War

the Greeks, the Romans, the Franks, the folk of Islam,
the Turks, and all the rest, world-scattered, time-scattered,
have followed each their ideal, like a pillar of fire, as long
as the light shone before them in the darkness of surround-
ing fate. When the light failed they lost their respective
ways, or took to following "wandering fires" and so came
to grief, each by their special tragedy. But each in its
day led the whole race of man onward while it was in the
van, and, as each failed and dropped behind, another
was ready to come forward and take its place.

Thus all the formative ideals that have shaped men
into nations and other crowds have served the increasing
purpose of all mankind. They have ceased one after
another to be crowd-constructing powers, but they have
remained in the individual a portion of his separate
inheritance, so that to-day, and here in England, the
ideal of mighty repose which fashioned an Empire on
the banks of the Nile, the ideal of strength which made
the Assyrian, the ideal of balance which formed the
Greek, the ideal of legal order which inspired the Roman,
may still animate the heart of an individual Englishman
though none of these ideals is any longer exclusive in
fashioning a Nation or an Empire.
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